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now narrates, and after much research he has
brought to light the forgotten story of Yuen Yan's
early life, which may be thus related.

At the period with which this part of the
narrative is concerned Yuen Yan dwelt with his
mother in one of the least attractive of the
arches beneath the city wall. As a youth it had
been his intention to take an exceptionally high
place in the public examinations, and, rising at
once to a position of responsible authority, to
mark himself out for continual promotion by the
exercise of unfailing discretion and indomitable
zeal. Having saved his country in a moment of
acute national danger, he contemplated accept-
ing a title of unique distinction and retiring to
his native province, where he would build an
adequate palace which he had already planned
out down to the most trivial detail. There he
purposed spending the remainder of his life, re-
ceiving frequent tokens of regard from the hand
of the gratified Emperor, marrying an accom-
plished and refined wife who would doubtless be
one of the princesses of the Imperial House, and
conscientiously regarding The Virtues throughout.
The transition from this sumptuously ^contrived
residence to a damp arch in the city wall, and
from the high destiny indicated to the occupa-
tion of leading from place to place a company
of sightless mendicants, had been neither instan-
taneous nor painless, but Yuen Yan had never for
a moment wavered from the enlightened maxims
which he had adopted as his guiding principles,
nor did he suffer unending trials to lessen his
reverence for The Virtues. " Having set out with
the full intention of becoming a wealthy mandarin,
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